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As educators, the true reward for our professional efforts is not the monetary compensation, but 
rather knowing that your commitment to the craft of teaching produces young people of 
compassion, conscience and competence. At St. Francis, our teachers understand that our role is 
to nurture these qualities of mind, heart and action. And on the occasion when you see the 
finished product, graduates who are beginning to make their mark in this world, you simply 
smile with joyful pride.  
 
Recently I received a note from a parent that evoked such pride. The essence of her 
correspondence was to share some exciting news. Having been deeply moved by the impact of 
her words, I thought I might share a portion of the note: 
 
I thought you'd like to know that Lani, SFdS class of '13, has been selected to attend the North 
Carolina Governor's School program this summer in Winston-Salem. Her concentration area 
is Spanish language. She was the only student from her school to be selected by the committee.  
 
We both credit the strong Spanish language foundation she was provided at SFdS, with giving 
her the skills and confidence to apply for and be accepted to, this prestigious program. When 
we enrolled Lani at her current school, we insisted her Spanish skills be evaluated by the 
department chair, as we knew most of her Penguin classmates were moving directly into 
Spanish II at JMB and Parkside. It was no surprise to us when the same administrative 
decision was made for Lani. At this point in 11th grade, she has now run out of Spanish courses 
to take on the High School level, and is continuing her studies on her own.  
 
I thought you'd like to hear of her success, and the role your school played in it. Choosing to 
send her to St. Francis was one of the best decisions she and I have made. The education she 
received there allowed her to move directly into AP courses, and to maintain a very high GPA. 
She is currently ranked 23rd in a class of 700. More importantly though, she is still a kind, 
compassionate, and level-headed young woman, who exemplifies the core values of Catholic 
education. Thank you for your and the school's influence on developing her strengths and 
talents. Fondly, Jessica O’Neill 
 
As our graduate families can proudly attest, the educational culture that exists in our charming 
little schoolhouse is one in which a love of learning is nurtured within the minds of our young 
people. And even more profoundly, our graduates embody the values of our Catholic faith and 
use these qualities to live a life of faith in action. We are truly blessed! 
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